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Reflections from Martin …. 
 
Reflecting on the events of the last month got me asking myself a fundamental question about life I'm 
sure most of us face at some time.  
  
"What is my Responsibility in helping someone in need "?  
  
“Can you help me?” said the voice on the other end of the phone? ”My neighbour’s husband has passed 
away after a massive heart attack and she has four children she cannot feed. The little girl is only four 
years old and is crying day and night with pain because of rotting teeth.  The mother cannot work due to 
deafness and an inability to speak.”  After establishing there was no extended family alive that could 
assist, I pondered on a question I have asked myself many times, over the years I’ve worked amongst 
the poor. What if that was me in that situation?  
  
What would I do?  Could I give my children away knowing I may never see them again?  The truth is 
most of us cannot even begin to imagine what this must feel like nor the hopelessness it brings to those 
effected. No food, no clean water, no education and no hope. The trauma it brings on a neighbour who 
only has enough food to feed their own child and can do nothing to help, is huge, knowing whilst they 
can eat, their neighbour’s children are starving.  
 
The story is told of a man who lay on the side of a road seriously hurt. Many different people from all 
walks of life passed him by refusing to stop and help. Their focus was only on their own needs.  All had a 
reason not to help except one who accepted that the life of another has real value .  

I know some people don't like hearing these stories and will find every reason why helping others or 
sharing a little of what they have with others is not their responsibility. Yet I have found other people 
who are life's true treasurers. The return on the investment they make is eternal .  

A big thank you to those that help us to make a difference for those who have no hope .  

Martin (Founder of Shepherds Arms) 
 

 

 

Greetings from Stephen – Chairman 
Well its been three months since the new Board of Trustees came on board. 
The seven trustees (including myself) span Australia, New Zealand, and the 
Philippines. There has been a lot going on behind the scenes to clarify how 
Shepherds Arms can best achieve its purpose of …. 
 

"Providing children who are poor, orphaned, or neglected with the 
experience of being loved, cared, and cherished, through which dignity and 
hope is birthed in their lives and that of others whose lives they end up 
touching.." 
 

To this extent, I, and 4 of the 5 trustees from Australia and New Zealand will (at own expense) be visiting 
the Children’s Home in Bohol at the end of this month. Also going over will be Martin Lamb (Shepherds 
Arm founder) and his wife Amy (a trustee) to ensure a smooth transition as the baton gets passed from 
him to the new board. Once again I would like to express my thanks to Martin and Amy for the huge 
effort and investment in creating what Shepherds Arms is today. And of course to all who support us in 
finance, prayer, and interest ! So let’s have a look at some of the highlights for July – August : 
 

 12 new children accepted into our Home (in last 3 months). 

 2 of the older children get to experience a taste of life in Australia 

 Children continue to be supported in their understanding and knowledge of God’s Word. 



 New Kitchen at Home now fully operational 

 Educational museum visit organised by the Home.  

 New (Tax-Deductible) way for Australian sponsors to now support Shepherds Arms. 
 
More Details .. 
 

 12 new children brought into home after careful assessment of their situation and prospects. These 
are 12 children whose lives will now be changed through being cared and prayed for. 

 

 A taste of life of Life Down Under was made possible for two of the elder children (Febe and Iris) 
through generous sponsorship of a couple from Australia. During their time in Australia, they were 
hosted by Shepherds Arms trustees Jason and Leanne in Queensland, then Rizsa and Dale in 
Canberra. 

 
A taste of SNOW for Febe and Irish  !!! 

 

 

Febe’s Birthday get together ! 
 

 

 
 

 Part of our care of the children is helping them know God and understand His amazing 
promises to those who choose to follow Him. And we encourage each of the children to exercise 
leadership in this area…. 

 

  
 
Here we see a joint session between the JIL Youth and Shepherds Arms Youth – with our own Demetrio 
Julosan sharing the word of God !!  He is a great example of someone whose life Shepherds Arms has 
impacted for God. 
 
 

 The new kitchen has been out to good use with 
the coming of the rainy season …here we see 
one of the boys helping the house mother cook 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 Museum Visit to the Shell and Bohol Museum provided the children with an opportunity to 
appreciate nature and history.. 

  

 
 
A big thank to resident manager Gilda Laolao and her team at the Home for running things on the 

smell of an oily rag !! 

If you know of anyone who might be interested in being partnering with us to impact the lives of Filipino 
children. please let me know and I will contact them personally to introduce them to who we are, what 
we do, and why we do it (my contact details are below). For Australian residents they can now make 
donations to Shepherds Arms that are tax deductible. This is done by making their contributions 
through Humanitarian Projects International (HPI). Once again for more detail, please contact me . 
 
Prayer Points 

 Thanks to God for working through Shepherds Arms to bring hope and dignity to impoverished 
children. 

 Thanks to God for the provision of many of his people to support Shepherds Arms in the many ways 
that they do.  

 Spiritual protection over staff, children and trustees of Shepherds Arms. 

 God’s Guidance for trustees during their visit to the Home in September 2015, and in the making of 
decisions that impact the Foundation 

 Continued provision to meet financial needs of the Home 
 
Until the next newsletter in September– following the visit to the Philippines by the Trustees.. 
 
May God blessings be upon you. 
 
 
 
Stephen Lee       
Email: stephenleekw@gmail.com      Tel: + 64 21 833 193 
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